
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstly, 

The church phone messages and emails are being checked every day!  If you need anything at all,   

make a call or send us an email and please know that we are here for you! 

 

 

COME TO CHURCH ON THE INTERNET!  
Join us, if you can, in the safety of your own home for an online, 

interactive church service, a liturgy of the Word. 

 

Here's what you need to know:  

 

- the first service will be held Sunday, March 29 at 10:30 am. 

 

- you can use a cellphone, a tablet (Apple, Windows or Chrome) or any computer equipped with a 

webcam. 

 

For those who need guidance to access our online service, please call Mark Plummer at                

416-826-1872 or David Penhale at 416-892-5209 and they will be happy to help you.   

DON’T BE SHY, GIVE THIS A TRY!  

 

For those who are able, follow the instructions below... 

 

- the software is Hangouts, a free application provided by Google. On a phone or tablet, you'll need to 

install the Hangouts app. On a computer, you can use Hangouts in your web browser. 

 

- we will use the video tool in Hangouts. You can experiment with the video tool by hooking up with 

anyone who has an email address. It's easy to use. 

 

- the video tool supports up to ten connections. Cathy will use one of them. Mark Plummer or David 

Penhale will use another connection to act as technician. That leaves eight connections. A connection 

can be shared in your home by more than one person. Just gather chairs around the device you are 

using. 

 

- the technician will issue the invites fifteen minutes before the service starts. Simply click to accept. 

 

- the service will last about an hour. Cathy will lead the service. Participants are invited to share the 

reading of lessons (have a Bible handy) and the leading of prayers. Cathy will read the Gospel and then 

lead a short interactive discussion. You are welcome to participate actively or to leave participation to 

others. The point is to come together in worship. 

 

- each video call is limited to ten participants. However, everyone can join in. We can run as many one 

hour services as needed during the week. 

 

To sign up for the inaugural service this Sunday, March 29th at 10:30 am, please email the church  

office at (office@christchurchanglican.ca) or leave a message on the phone 519-538-1330. 

 

SEE YOU ONLINE! 

 

CHRIST CHURCH ANGLICAN, MEAFORD 

Eblast for the week of March 23rd, 2020 
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Sharing Faith Stories 

 

In times of crisis and uncertainty faith is very important. It is through hard times that people often look 

to their faith for comfort and strength.  The story of the man born blind is a story of how this man 

came to faith.  So I wonder if there is something that we can learn from this story that will help us with 

faith through a difficult time.  

 

It starts out with a question asked by the disciples, who sinned this man or his parents that he was 

born blind.  Jesus replies neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this happened to show the glory 

of God. When bad things happen humans often seem to fall into the temptation of believing the bad 

thing is caused by God for some nefarious purpose, so it is good to be reminded that is not the case. 

 

Though the lesson begins with some assumptions about who sinned very quickly the drama shifts from 

the man who had been born blind to the religious leaders. While sin is connected with not seeing, 

seeing is also connected with knowing and trusting. This story is really an allegory of how the ancient 

church came to faith in Jesus as the son of God. Like the parents of the man born blind the early 

Christians were afraid of being tossed out of the synagogue if they confessed Jesus as the son of God 

leaving them with no spiritual support in the midst of their uncertain time. This represents a crisis of 

faith, leaving behind something old that no longer fed them for something yet untried.    

 

Through this exchange the once blind man progresses in his knowledge. All he knows at the beginning 

is that he was once physically blind. Now he sees. All he knows about Jesus at the beginning is that he 

must be some sort of a prophet, then perhaps a man from God. Finally he is able to see not just 

physically but also spiritually. Finally he is able to see and can trust in Jesus as the messiah. At the end 

of the story it is the Pharisees who are the sinners, because even though they have their sight, they 

cannot see. 

 

This is a story about the first followers of Jesus embracing the changes that his life death and 

resurrection brought to their religious consciousness. They were no longer welcome in the synagogue 

so how were they to express their religious belief, how were they to find guidance for their lives in the 

midst of the tumultuous times they were going through. In the words of BBT Jesus died with his arms 

open wide as an everlasting reminder of our pardon, as the gift of faith for all people at all times. 

 

Coming to faith in Jesus, means we believe that God means to redeem the world through us.  We have 

been chosen in the language of Genesis not only to be blessed but also to be a blessing to all the 

families of the earth. Our participation in that high calling requires us to understand God’s grace as 

something more than the infinite remission of our sins.  If we want to take part in the divine work of 

redemption, then we will also understand God’s grace as the gift of regeneration –the very real 

possibility of new life right here on earth, complete with new vision, new values and new behaviour. 

 

Faith is about sight, it is about what we see, how we see it and how we interpret what we see. Like the 

great hymn amazing grace, coming to faith means that we recognize our blindness and then learn to 

see with the eyes of God.   

  

We also see that in the first reading that is the story of the call of David, who eventually becomes the 

great king of Israel, the prototype for what   a great king can be. God does not look for the big strong 

person but rather the weak young boy because he will be the most open to see where God may lead 

him. We are told throughout scripture that God’s does not see as we see, God’s choices are not our 

choices, and that God chooses to work with our weakness to make us strong. Through our weakness 

we can connect with the weakness of others that offers us new sight. Allowing ourselves to be 

vulnerable, looking at our own blindness is the way God works in our lives and then that becomes the 

way God’ s will may be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

 



So to see we need to be able to stand in the shoes of others and experience the world as they experience 

it. To see, we need the stranger, the one who is different, and the ones our society rejects. Then, 

because we then see we can move forward and address the issues that prevent people’s full 

participation in the community whether it be the community of the church or the wider community, 

then we will also discover Jesus is more than a prophet, and more than a man from God, but the Christ 

the one who leads us to truth and it is the truth we can trust. 

 

Lesley Kenyon often did biographies in our newsletter and I found them so interesting to read.  People 

have very interesting lives.  Our experiences speak to the ways in which God operates in our lives.  It 

provides that raw material for God to do something amazing through us. 

 

Last year we began our services with people sharing their faith stories. It is a powerful demonstration 

of the power of God to transform lives.   

 

I thought in this time of crisis, with the churches, theatres, and restaurants closed when we are unable 

to live our lives the way we normally do. Like the parents of the man born blind we may be looking for 

new supports to get us through this time. Perhaps sharing our faith stories would draw us closer 

together and we should do that again. We can grow closer together as we tell our stories of how faith 

became something personal. It is risky business telling these stories. It makes us vulnerable and most 

of us resist that with great determination. 

 

We have also been asked to increase our electronic connection with people through this difficult time, 

I propose we tell our faith stories to each other and grow closer to one another as we do this as we 

grow in faith and show the glory of God.  

 

Cathy’s Faith Story 

 

I was raised in a very devout but not conservative Roman Catholic family.  My mother had a regular 

prayer discipline and went to mass most days of the week at 6:45.  I often went with her; it was a way 

of getting a little positive attention from my mother who was busy with my younger (8) brothers and 

sisters.   

 

Even though we did all those things, faith was never personal to me, until I was a teenager. We had 

retreats every year through high school and on one those retreats, I had a profound experience of 

God’s love, which looking back, was really important because of the neglect I lived with at home. I cried 

for 2 days, I wasn’t sad, it was just overwhelmed with God’s love for me and the world. Luckily for me 

we had good clergy who understood my experience and supported me through it.   

 

From that moment I knew I was called to live out of that love, which is agape, self-giving love. I have 

tried to do that. I have had many failures and some successes. It has gotten me into some trouble, but 

I always knew God was with me, and so it was never frightening. I have also been blessed with mystical 

experiences occasionally that have supported my faith journey through the years. 

 

I invite you to think about: 

 

What have been the moments in your life when you were vulnerable? 

 

What difference has it made? 

 

How has God touched your life in those vulnerable moments?   

 

Is there something about your experience that you can share with others? 

 

 



CHRIST CHURCH SERVICES ON YOUTUBE!  Check out our first YouTube video for the March 15th 

service.  Eight of our wonderful congregation produced this for the community.  Please feel free to 

share it with family and friends. Thanks to Shelly Hurst and Mark Plummer for their work in putting it 

on our website www.christchurchanglican.ca.  If you would like to sing along with the hymns 

please let Cathy know by calling 519-538-1330, and she will deliver a hymn book to you.  Click 

on the link below for the video, and we thank Nathan Postings for his technical skills! Keep checking 

on our website for weekly services! 
 

https://youtu.be/nZ4Xu-_W2QI 

 

 

The Bible study group is going digital! The group will meet online next 

Wednesday, April 1st at 12:00 noon. The text will be Matthew 21:1-11. Rev’d 

Cathy will lead the study session. We will use the video conferencing 

tool in Google Hangouts. To sign up for next Wednesday's Bible study, 

send David Penhale an email (davidgpenhale@gmail.com), and he will help 

you connect with the group. 

 

 

Christ Church Questionnaire 

We need your input! To give potential candidates a true picture of our parish---its strengths and 

challenges, its hopes and dreams---the Selection Committee is preparing a parish profile. A detailed 

questionnaire has been sent to you by Canada Post. Completing the questionnaire is your best 

opportunity to share your thoughts with us.  The COVID-19 crisis has made your participation by 

questionnaire more important than ever.  The deadline for submitting the completed questionnaire is 

Monday, April 13th, 2020. You can mail the completed question to the church, or you can bring the 

completed questionnaire to the church and leave it at the front door. Or, if you would like the 

completed questionnaire to be picked up from your home, please call the church 519-538-1330.   

The Selection Committee 

 

Finally... 

A prayer for Healthcare Professionals and Caregivers 

Almighty God,  

we pray you to continue Christ’s healing work  

in our hospitals and home.  

Give skill, understanding and sympathy  

to all who minister to the sick  

and strengthen them in their work of mercy. 

Amen. 
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