
 
The Anglican Church of Canada 

Christ Church Anglican, Meaford 
is committed to live in a generous and loving spirit in all its relationships. 

 

“We are gathered together on the territory of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation.” 
 

Sunday, December 12th, 2021, Holy Eucharist  
 Third Sunday of Advent, 10:30am 

 

Celebrant: The Venerable Canon Judy Walton, The Reverend Gilles Haché, Deacon, 
Lay reader: Francis Richardson, Reader: Norma McCauley, Organist: Charles Strimas 

 

 
Sermons.com 

 

Christ Church Anglican                   34 Boucher St. E.                            Meaford, ON  N4L 1B9       
519-538-1330                          www.christchurchanglican.ca                      office@christchurchanglican.ca 
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The Gathering of the Community 
Announcements 

 

Sentence:  

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good tidings to the afflicted.      Isaiah 61:1 

 
Opening Hymn:  Let There Be Light (vs 1, 4&6) CP# 572 

 
Let there be light, 
let there be understanding, 
let all the nations gather, 
let them be face to face. 
 
Hallow our love, 
hallow the deaths of martyrs, 

 
hallow their holy freedom, 
hallowed be thy name; 
 
Let there be light, 
open our hearts to wonder, 
perish the way of terror, 
hallow the world God made. 

 

 
Lay Leader:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   And the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
   Be with you all.   
People:  And also with you.  
 
Lay Leader: Almighty God, 
People:  to you all hearts are open, 
   all desires known, 
   and from you no secrets are hidden. 
   Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
   that we may perfectly love you, 
   and worthily magnify your holy name; 
   through Christ our lord.  Amen.   
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
God of power and mercy, 

you call us once again 

to celebrate the coming of your Son. 

Remove those things which hinder 

love of you, that when he comes, 

he may find us waiting in awe and 

wonder for him who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.   

Amen.    

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Three candles are lit. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

First Reading: FROM THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, 
O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the 
judgements against you, he has 
turned away your enemies. The king 
of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more. On 
that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do 
not let your hands grow weak. The 
Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness, he 
will renew you in his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing as 
on a day of festival. I will remove 
disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it. I will deal 
with all your oppressors at that 
time. And I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will change 
their shame into praise and renown 
in all the earth. At that time I will 
bring you home, at the time when I 
gather you; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the 
peoples of the earth, when I restore 
your fortunes before your eyes, says 
the Lord. 

 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading: THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS 
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 

will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.

 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual Hymn:  Hark, a Herald Voice Is Sounding (Vs 1-2)   CP#108 

 
Hark, a herald voice is sounding: 
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say, 
“Cast away the dreams of darkness, 
O ye children of the day!” 

 
Wakened by the solemn warning, 
Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies.   
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The Lord be with you.   
And also with you.   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke.   
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ  
 
LUKE 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came 

out to be baptized by him, "You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 

Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones 

to raise up children to Abraham.  

 

Even now the ax is lying at the root 

of the trees; every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire." And 

the crowds asked him, "What then 

should we do?" In reply he said to 

them, "Whoever has two coats must 

share with anyone who has none; 

and whoever has food must do 

likewise." Even tax collectors came 

to be baptized, and they asked him, 

"Teacher, what should we do?" He 

said to them, "Collect no more than 

the amount prescribed for you." 

Soldiers also asked him, "And we, 

what should we do?" He said to 

them, "Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with 

your wages." As the people were 

filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might 

be the Messiah, John answered all of 

them by saying, "I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his granary; but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire."  

 

So, with many other exhortations, 

he proclaimed the good news to the 

people.

 
The Gospel of Christ 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gradual Hymn:  Hark, a Herald Voice Is Sounding (Vs 5) CP#108 
 
Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 

 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while eternal ages run.  
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Homily:         The Venerable Judy Walton
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Presider: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All:  I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord.  He was 
conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary.  He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended to 
the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People     Francis Richardson 
 
Confession and Absolution 

 
Dear friends in Christ, God is 
steadfast in love and infinite in 
mercy; God welcomes sinners and  
 

invites them to this table. Let us 
confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left 
undone.  
We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbours as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. 
 

For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight 
in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  

 
Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in  

 
all goodness, and keep you in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  

 
The Peace   
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
God of hope, 
renew in us the joy of your salvation 
and make us a living sacrifice to 

you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer #4 

 
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts.  
People:   We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Celebrant:  It is right to give 
you thanks and praise, O Lord, 
our God, sustainer of the 

universe, you are worthy of glory 
and praise.    

 
People:    Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant:  At your command 
all things came to be; the vast 
expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their 

courses, and this fragile earth, 
our island home; by your will they 
were created and have their 
being. 

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.   
 
Celebrant:  From the primal 
elements you brought forth the 
human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill; you 
made us the stewards of creation.  

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.   
 
Celebrant:  But we turn 
against you, and betray your 
trust; And we turn against one 
another.  Again and again you call 
us to return.  Through the 
prophets and sages you reveal 
your righteous law. In the fullness  

 
of time, you sent your Son, born 
of a woman, to be our Saviour. 
He was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for 
our iniquities.  By his death he 
opened to us the way of freedom 
and peace. 

People:  Glory to you for ever and ever.   
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Celebrant:  Therefore we 
praise you, joining with the 
heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with 

those in every generation who 
have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in 
their unending hymn: 

 
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest.  
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
  Hosanna in the highest.   
 
Celebrant:  Blessed are you, Lord 
our God, for sending us Jesus, the 
Christ, who on the night he was 
handed over to suffering and 
death, took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread, gave it 
to his friends, and said, “Take 
this, and eat it: this is my body 
which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, after supper, he 
took the cup of wine; he gave you 
thanks, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 
Celebrant:  Gracious God, we 
recall the death of your Son Jesus 
Christ, we proclaim his 
resurrection and ascension, and 
we look with expectation for his 
coming as Lord of all the nations. 
We who have been redeemed by 
him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring 
you these gifts. Send your Holy 
Spirit upon us and upon this 
offering of your Church, that we 
who eat and drink at this holy 
table may share the divine life of 
Christ our Lord.  

 
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 
Celebrant:   Pour out your Spirit 
upon the whole earth and make it 
your new creation. Gather your 

Church together from the ends of 
the earth into your kingdom, 
where peace and justice are 
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revealed, that we, with all your 
people, of every language, race, 
and nation, may share the 
banquet you have promised;  

Through Christ, with Christ, and 
in Christ, all honour and glory are 
yours, creator of all. 

 
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant:  And now, as our Saviour 
Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say,  
 
All: Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 
 

 
as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 

The Breaking of the Bread #5 
Celebrant:  God of promise,  you prepare a banquet for us in your 

kingdom.   
All:   Happy are those 
who are called to the supper of 
the Lamb.   
 
The Communion 
Celebrant:    The gifts of God for  the People of God.  
People:     Thanks be to God.   
 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Merciful God, 

may this eucharist free us from our 

sins, fill us with unending joy, 

and prepare us for the birthday of  

 

our Saviour. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus 

Christ, who is Lord now and for 

ever.   Amen.  
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Doxology  
 
Celebrant:  Glory to God,  
All:   whose power, 
working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or 
imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

 

Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn:    Do You Hear What I Hear?     Noel Regney/Gloria Shayne 
 
Said the night wind to the little 
lamb, 
“Do you see what I see?  
Way up in the sky, little lamb, 
Do you see what I see?   
A star, a star, dancing in the night, 
with a tail as big as a kite, 
with a tail as big as a kite.” 
 
2.Said the little lamb, to the 
shepherd boy, 
“Do you hear what I hear? 
Ringing through the sky, shepherd 
boy, 
Do you hear what I hear? 
A song, a song, high above the tree, 
with a voice as big as the sea, 
with a voice as big as the sea.” 
 

3.Said the shepherd boy to the 
mighty king, 
“Do you know what I know? 
In your palace warm, mighty king, 
Do you know what I know? 
A Child, a Child shivers in the cold; 
let us bring Him silver and gold, 
let us bring Him silver and gold.” 
 
4.Said the king to the people 
everywhere, 
“Listen to what I say! 
Pray for peace, people every where, 
listen to what I say! 
The Child, the Child, sleeping in the 
night, 
He will bring us goodness and light, 
He will bring us goodness and light.” 

Dismissal Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Music reproduced under copyright license: OneLicense.net # A-711900 

All rights reserved

 
THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST 

(We invite you to hold all on our list in your prayers for the coming week.) 
  

The Diocese: We hold in our prayers the people and clergy of: St. James, 
Ingersoll; Christ Church, Oxford Centre; St. John’s, Eastwood.   
 

The Parish:   We hold in our prayers: Bonnie Ouellette, Bob & Valeria Page,  
Sue Parent, and all those serving in the Canadian Armed Forces at home and 
overseas.   
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Intercessions: For healing and hope we hold up to God: Bob, Christian, 
Dianne, Erin, Heather, Howie, Janet, Jason, John, Kyle, Leslie, Mike, Paul, 
Ruth, Sandra, Steve, Tyler, Vicki, Yvonne, Wayne, and any others who are in 
need of our prayers.   
 

Flowers In Memoriam 

Flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God and with grateful thanks for 

the life and ministry of past members of the Chancel Guild  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 

1. DON’T FORGET THAT THIS AFTERNOON IS THE LESSONS & CAROLS service, beginning at 
4:00pm.   
2. A huge thank you to David Lambe of Grandma Lambe’s for the generous donation of apple cider to 
Christ Church. It was served as hot apple cider by volunteers from this parish and enjoyed by over 
150 people attending the Meaford Santa Claus Parade on December 4th. Thank you also to the 
Meaford Chamber of Commerce for the use of “The Apple” downtown, from which the hot apple cider 
was served. Donations received will go to the Christ Church Community Meals Program.   
 
3. Christmas Poinsettias: Every year, many of our parishioners help to beautify our church for 
Christmas by donating the cost of one or more poinsettia plants in memory of loved ones.   Flowers 
will be placed in the windows.  If you would like to do this, the cost for each plant is $15.00.  Please 
speak to or call the church office, or Muriel Armitage (519-538-2852) by Dec. 15th.  We will need 
to have the name(s) of the loved ones spelled out as you would like to see them displayed in 
the bulletin and the name(s) of those gifting.   
 

4. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Outreach Community Meal program has been 
deferred to the new year.  We will contact those who have signed up when the program 
resumes.   

 

 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

BY 
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Special Christmas Services (Upcoming) 
 

12-Dec Sunday Lessons & Carols In-church      4:00pm 

24-Dec Friday Christmas Eve  In-church      6:00pm 

                     Christmas Day  No service   

26-Dec Sunday      Liturgy of the Word In church     10:30am 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


