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Bath Abbey, Bath No. 56 

During a raid in 1942, the Abbey was not bombed but 
concussion from the bombing blew out the East window. The window 
was boarded for some time and then finally rebuilt from the 
glass of the original window which the ladies of the Abbey had 
patiently and lovingly collected and stored. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE EAST WINDOW AT 

BATH ABBEY 

The first record of the use of glass in the East Window 
is given in a letter written by Bishop Oliver King to Sir 
Reginald Bray, Clerk of Works to Henry VII, about 1500, 
in which he speaks of the purchase of 1 00 cases of glass 
from Normandy by Dawtre of Southampton. 

This first window was probably destroyed during the 
Dissolution Period of the 1530's, and later restored by 
Bellott's gift of £60 towards the end of that century. 
Fragments of the glass from this w indow can still be seen 
in the present clerestory windows where they have been 
preserved. 

It is interesting to note that drawings of the East 
Window of about 1750 show the sun and moon depicted 
in the places where the Arms of Bath and Bath Abbey are 
now. Later drawings of 1845 show that lath and 
plaster covered the area above the pointed spandrils 
instead of showing the square top to the window as it 
is now. In fact the squared off top to the East Window is a 
unique feature, and of a style normally unknown. 

When the window was again restored in 1873 
following an appeal launched in 1860, the original 
contract did not include spandril windows which had 
been covered for some fifty years. Additional funds were 
quickly raised and the spandril windows, w ith the Arms, 
were included. This restoration was carried out by 
Clayton and Bell at a total cost of £1 ,290 9s. 8d. Clayton 
and Bell considered it a labour of love and in fact. 
themselves contributed to the cost. The window serves 
as a memorial to Thomas Bellott. 

The East Window suffered considerable damage 
on April 26th, 1942, during the reprisal air raids called 
Baedeker raids during the Second World War. During the 
post -war restoration the window was reconstructed by 
the great grandson of the original designer, Mr. Farrar 
Bell, and unveiled on Sunday, March 13th, 1955. The 
cost this time was in the region of £17,000. 

The window as it now stands depicts 56 scenes from 
the life of our Lord with the central events running 
vertically from bottom to top. The figures are of the 
Apostles, Evangelists, and great characters of both the 
New Testament and early Christian days. The key to these 
figures is as accurate as can be ascertained without 
access to the original key, now unfortunately lost. 

This brief description has been compiled from notes 
made by Mr. John Hatton in his research into the history 
of the window. 
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A piece of shattered glass collected from Bath Abbey during The Second World War has prompted a 

special visit to the city. 

The glass was part of the abbey's east window, which was shattered on April 25, 1942. 

It is now part of a memorial window in a Canadian church and today, Canadian Major Michael Allen 

visited Bath Abbey to celebrate an amazing historical link between the two churches. 

Bath suffered three raids over the weekend of April 25 to April 27, 1942. 

When the east widow was shattered, members of the abbey's youth group and volunteers helped 

sweep up the shattered glass. 

They stored it on top of the Bird Chantry in the abbey for safekeeping, and later in dusty sacks in the 

vestry. 

In the summer of 1942, Harold Appleyard, a chaplain with the Royal Regiment of Canada, arrived in 

England after joining up. 

Appalled by the damage to English churches and the loss of life caused by the war, he began collecting 
fragments of glass from churches whose windows had been blown out by German bombing. 

On November 18, 1943, Harold visited Bath and collected a piece of glass from Bath Abbey. 

He wrote in his diary: "Picked up my baggage and headed for London. I had a 75 minute stopover at 

Bath and had a brief look at the city. It looks a bit grubby but has had a bad time. 400 were killed here 

by bombing. Bath Abbey has been beautiful, still is but has lost 60 per cent of its glass, I was given a 

nice piece by the verger." 

Harold used two large metal boxes that had been used for carrying artillery shells to carry the pieces of 

glass in and recorded where he had collected them from in a book. 

He planned to use the fragments of stained glass to create new memorial windows for his church, 

Christchurch in Meaford, Ontario. 

The windows were to commemorate members of his parish who lost their lives during the war and 

damage to lives and buildings in Britain and western Europe. 

By the end of the war, Harold had collected enough fragments of glass from churches all over Britain to 

create four memorial windows for his church . 

The piece of glass from Bath Abbey, picturing a red shield, is in a window that was installed in the 

cloister of Christchurch on August 11 , 1946. 

In August 2013, Ted Appleyard, Harold's son, came to Bath Abbey and recorded his father's story as 

part of Bath Abbey's creating voices oral history project 

The Abbey's new audio guides to the blitz tell the story of how its window was damage and restored, 

including the story of the Christchurch windows. 

During his visit today, Major Allen presented The Revd Claire Robson with a picture of the memorial 
window. 

http://www.bathchronicle.co.uk/Canadian-visit-Bath-Abbey-celebrates-special/story-22843... 22/01 /2015 
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Major Michael Allen with The Revd Claire Robson in Gethsemane Chapel 
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Rev.E.Insley, 
The Vicarage, 
Meaford, 
Ontario, 
Canada. 

Dear£~/ 

THE CATHEDRAL 

MANCHESTER M3 1SX 

Telephone · · · 061 114 JSUI 
1~~.222.0 

GEOFFREY S. ROBINSON 
THE CATHEDRAL HEAD VERGER 

THE CATHEDRAL, CATHEDRAL YARD 
MANCHESTER M3 1SX 

TEL: OFFICE 061·834 7503 
HOME 061-796 9707 

j 

6th March 89. 
,.. 

Re: Expre~~ New~paper Article - Tueeday 10th November 1989o 

Following a recent vieit to Mancheeter Cathedr al of two ladiee, who 
brought to my attention the above mentioned new~paper article, regarding 
a Memorial Window which cotil.memoratee War-Torn Europe. I have eearched 
our Archive Room for information relating to any Mancheeter Cathedral 
Glaee which may have been removed for ~ie ~ort of purpo~e. My findingp 
are rather negative one~, although we do know that eome gla~~ wa~ eold 
off and made into omall dome~tic houeehold window~, in order to raiee 
fund~ toward~ the replacement of the exi~ting white gla~o which wae 

inetalled in 1948. 

Unfortunately, no preciee recorde exiet in the archive~ which would 
aoei~t you with your enquiriep. 

Geofrrey s.Robinson, 
CATHEDRAL HEAD VERGER. 
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Dover Museum Photograph 

1. Photograph taken in 1866 from Woo/comber Street 

Plate 3. 

View showing the 
Church after the 

• Tower had collapsed. 
c. 1951. 

Kent MeJ~nger Photograph 
Plate 2. St. James's Church after the Second World War, February 1945. 



New St. James Dover No. 43 

This Church was damaged by enemy shell fire during the 
Battle of Britain. The building stood until 1952 when the 
Church Commissary Court asked for demolition on the grounds that 
it was too severely damaged and for economic reasons could not 
afford the repair, because of the damage inflicted on it during 
the 1939-45 war. There is now a playing field where the church 
once stood 



Winchester Cathedral, Winchester No. 3 

On making enquiries with the Verger of the Cathedral, it was 
discovered that the cathedral was not bombed during the war. In 
fact, the windows were completely boarded up. He could not under
stand how a piece of glass from Winchester could be in a memorial 
window in Christ Church, Meaford. Using the Cathedral Historical 
Catalouge to ch&ck the windows one possible solution to the mystery 
surfaced. 

A number of boxes containing pieces of French Grisaille glass 
from the 14th and 15th centuries were found buried near Salisbury 
in 1936. After the war the fragments of glass were made into a 
window for the Guardian Angels Chapel. The window is constructed 
in fragmentary fashion as are the memorial windows. The Verger 
suggested that it was possible that the Chaplain was able to obtain 
a piece of this French glass. 




