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Coventry Cathedral, Coventry No. 5 

The Cathedral was destroyed by bombing raids in November 
of 1940. The shell and tower of the old Cathedral still remain and 
the new Cathedral was built adjacent to the shell. The new 
Cathedral was consecrated in 1962. 

The ruins of the Cathedral after the bombing raids In November 1940 - . 
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Worship is at the 

centre· of what we 

do. Everything · 

springs from 

worship ... 

COLIN SEMPER 
Coventry Cathedral 



COVENTRY CATHEDRAL THE RUINS 

W ORKforworld 
reconciliation 
began the day 

after the Blitz reduced 
the centuries-old St 
Michael's Cathedral to a 
mound of rubble. 

On the morning of Novem
ber 15, 1940, cathedral stone
mason Jock Forbes was one of 
a small group who visited the 
ruins with the then Provost, 
Richard Howard. 

Amid the destruction 
wrought by Hitler's bombs, he 
found two partly-burnt beams 
which had formed part of the 
roof and put them together to 
make a cross. Meanwhile a 
local priest, the Rev A. P. 
Wale, picked up three of the 
nails that had held the 14th
century beams together and 
made a second cross from 
them. 

Just over two months later, 
Jock Forbes was to build a 
stone altar for the two cr088es 
in the apse of the ruined 
cathedral. At the request of 
the Provost, he inscribed on it 
the words "Father Forgive." 
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Dean and Chapter of Canterbury The Deanery 
Canterbury CT1 2EP 

Telephone 65qt!3 
Oft;ce~ 762862 

FROM THE DEAN 

The Revd. E.J. Insley, 
Box 998, 
Meaford, 
Ontario, NOH 1YO, 
Canada. 

Dear Mr. Insley, 

20th July 1987 

I was so sorry not to meet you yesterday, when you and your party visited 
Canterbury Cathedral, but, as I understand our Vesturer explained to you, I 
was much involved with a meeting of the Cathedral Friends that was taking 
place. However, I should like to thank you most sincerely for the photographs, 
the correspondence, and the booklet on Christ Church, Meaford, that you left 
for me. This was very kind of you. 

Christ Church, Meaford, must be one of the few churches in the world, outside 
England, to possess glass from Canterbury Cathedral. Today, with the under
standable stress on conservation, it would not, I fear, be possible to obtain 
the necessary permissions for the export of our glass. You are, therefore, in 
a unique and fortunate position to be in possession of two items. 

Should you come to Canterbury again, I hope you will not hesitate to contact 
me. 

With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 

"""' JJ.,.A~\.,... 
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

During the work of cleaning, the richest decoration was found 
on the pulpit, where the carved Crucifixion, the Annunciation and 
the series of Angels were wrought with colour of a positive nature, 
a little of the woodwork being left bare. The painting has now been 
entirely replaced. The 'staircase' crowned by the two figures of St. 
Gregory and St. Augustine which bore no evidence of colour, has 
been painted. The carved panel at the back, when cleaned, showed 
the original painting to have been well preserved and all that was 
necessary here was to re-colour certain portions." 

THE CRUCIFIXION: A STAINED GLASS MEDALLION 
REINSTATED 

The most important of all the windows in the Cathedral, from 
the point of view of position, are the three behind the High Altar, 
in the clerestory of the apse at the East end of the Trinity Chapel. 
For these windows George Austin in 1861-2 designed a series of 
medallions, to be set in the original late twelfth or early thirteenth 
century surrounding foliage and borders which still survived, but 
corresponding as regards subject only in part with the original 
design of the windows. In each window were three medallions, one 
above another: the middle subject of the easternmost window was 
the Crucifixion. Austin's work was destroyed during the enemy 
attacks on Canterbury, but Mr. Caldwell has now skilfully re
constituted the Crucifixion subject, using a certain amount of old 
material, and taking as his model for the general disposition of the 
picture the thirteenth century with the same subject originally in 
some other position no longer identifiable and now inserted in one 
of the windows of the South Choir Aisle triforium To left and right 
of the Crucified are the Virgin and St. John the Evangelist, each 
accompanied by a second standing figure. Mr. Caldwell has well 
preserved the spirit of early medieval art, and it is a great satis
faction to feel that this. one of the most conspicuous of all the 
windows in the Cathedral, will now be worthily filled with colour 
in place of the boards and plain glass which have done duty for 
some years. 

A large portion of one of these B. R. 
windows installed in 186~ was given to ~ev. 
h.F·-pple~ard b~ ~. Caldwell and iuoorporateo 
in the window plaoea at the wxatx east end 
of the oloister a t Christ uhuroL., LJ.eaford. 
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Canterbury Cathedral No. 1 

Information from the Library in Canterbury shows that the local 
newspaper, the Kentish Gazette and Canterbury Press reported 
a bombing raid on Saturday June 6, 1942. No damage was done to 
the Cathedral except for the shRttering of stained glass windows 
in the East end of the church. 
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Bombs tell north, south. east and west of the Cathedral, but apart from broken windows, comparatively 

little damage was done. 

A iarge bomb fell close to Canterbury Cathedral , creating havoc in Burgate Street. 
Kent Messenger Photogrophs 


