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WINDOWS IN RYE PARISH CHURCH 

The stained glass windows are comparatively modern, for in 1880, 
when the Reverend D.T. Gladstone was .Vicar , there were none in 
existence . However, there are now twelve windows to be seen, 
ranging from the oldest (approximately 1882) to 1952, and all are 
described here, starting from the Clare Chapel and going to the 
right . 

Clare Chapel (sometimes called St Nicholas Chapel) 

The east window in the Clare Chapel was dedicated in June 1912 
in memory of Edward Henry Liddell , Churchwarden, brother of the 
original 'Alice in Wonderland ' and son of Henry George Liddell, 
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford . This window was given by his wife 
and his son Geoffr.ey, and was made by James Powell and Sons . 

Based ori the vision of the risen Christ in the Book of the 
Revelation, it shows Christ in glory , with St Michael , St Gabriel, 
St Clare (behind her is a view of Assisi , where she was born and 
spent most of her life - it has been suggested that it is like a 
distant view of Rye) , and StJohn writing the Book of the 
Revelation. Above , in the tracery, are the symbols of the four 
evangelists and the names of the seven Churches mentioned in 
Revelation l - 3; below , the angels and disciples at the tomb . 

East \Undow (above the ·altar) 

The old east window, presented in 1883 by Mrs Mary Gutch , a 
widow who had made many handsome gifts to the church, was destroyed 
by bomb blast during the second world war , and was replaced i n 1~52 · · · 
by the present wi ndow , designed by Christopher Webb . . . . 

The subject is given in the words at the top , ' For as in Adam all 
die , even so in Christ shall all be made alive '. Below these words 
are Adam and Eve being dri ven from the Garden of Eden, . symboli s i ng 
man ' s fall, and below again scenes showing man ' s redemption i n Chri st : 
left to right , upper row - the Annunciation, the Nativit y with the 
shepher ds , the visit of the wise men, Jesus in the Temple ; l ower row -
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.. Old St. James, Dover No 4 2 

This church was severely damaged by enemy shell fire during 
the Battle of Britain. On the 27th of September, 1944 shelling 
ceased in Dover. In 1948 a statement was made by the Dover Borough 
Council that St. James' old church should be kept as a 
"tidy ruin". In 1953 the Parish of St. James' ceased to exist and 
became the New Parish of St Mary the Virgin. 





The Erection of New St, James's Church 

Due to a great increase in population in the town, the church officials gave 
the go-ahead for the erection of a new and more commodious building. The 
architect was Talbot Bury and the foundation stone was laid by J.P. Plumptre, 
Esq., lieutenant Govenor of Dover Castle and Deputy Warden of the Cinque 
Ports on the 1Oth April 1860. The site selected was Maison Dieu Fields a 
short distance from the old church. 

Fig. 14 

The facings of the walls were of Kentish rag and external dressings were 
of Bath Stone with Caen Stone internally. The building consisted of a nave 
and side aisles 28 metres in length by 20.7 metres wide with a chancel at the 
East end. It had four entrances, could seat 1500 persons and had two 
galleries. A tower was topped with a prominent spire whlch was 43.5 metres 
high at the West end. The approximate cost was £10,000. 

The building stood until 1952 when the Church Commissary Court asked 
for demolition on the grounds that it was too severely damaged and for 
economic reasons could not afford the repair, because of the damage in· 
flicted on it during the 1939-45 war. 
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St. Mary's Dover No. 44 

This is the Patron Church of Queen Mother Elizabeth, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord Lieutenant of Kent who is 
also the Governor of the Bank of England. The East window from 
which the fragment of window was obtained was the only part of the 
church damaged. The church was damaged during the Battle of 
Britain by enemy shell action from across the Straits of Dover. 
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THE PARISH CHURCH 
of 

STMARY THE VIRGIN, DOVER 

Mornino 
Service 

Sunday, 19th July, 1987 at 11.30 a.m. 

in the presence if 

HER MAJESTY 
QUEEN ELIZABEfH THE QUEEN MOTHER 
LORD WARDEN & ADMIRAL OF THE CINQUE PORTS 

AND A PATRON OF ST MARY'S 

Vicar 

The Reverend Allan Simper, M.A. 
Rural Dean if Dover 

Churchwardens 
Denis Stubbs, M.B.E. Denis Jacobson 
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StMary's is the ~nly survivtng parish church of those which 
in earlier times served Dover. · ·:· 

The earlier small church, which consisted of a small chancel 
and nave jo~ed to a low west tower which also served as an 
entrance porch, was built in the second half of the 11th C • . 

Within the following half century it was lengthened eatwards, 
the sanctuary then extending to approximately the end of the 
present nave, and lean-to aisles were added to the north and 
south sides of the building. At this time too, the low west 
tower was raised by the addition of three extra stages on 
top of the orig~~al. two~ 

. . 
In the 13'th ce~trtiy the building was again lengthened 1 the 
old chancel' being added to the nave, and a new chancel was 
erected, its eastern wall extending to approximately the 
position of the present altar steps. 

The 15th and 16th century additions were larger windows, a 
kingpost r oof with tie beams, and a north porchc 

In the 16th century, after the Dissolution of the Religious 
Houses, StMary's, which mntil that time had been attached 
to the Maison Dieu, part of which ·S now Dover Town Hall, 
was given, gratis, to the people of Dover for them to use 
as their own parish church, b_y .King ?epry VIIi, who was a 
frequent visitor to the town • . 

A f ew years later, the old municipal church of StPeter's 
in the Market Square became ruinous, and the Corporation 
from that time used StMary's as their Civic Church. 
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Christ Church Anglican 
·Meaford 

Rector 
The Venerable Brenda Clark 

Guest Preacher 
The Right Reverend Percy O'Driscoll 

Ministry of Music 
Bob Butchart 


