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SHARDS OF REMEMBRANCE 
A unique bit of British heritage resides 
inside a humble church in the town of 
Meaford on the shores of Georgian Bay 
on Canada's Lake Huron. Christ Church 
Anglican was built in 1872, but the 
glass from great British cathedrals such 
as Coventry, Canterbury, and St. Paul's 
illuminates its parishioners. 

It all started during the Second World 
War, when the late Maj. Rev. Harold Ap
pleyard, hiding in the rubble of a 
bombed church following the D-Day 

LIVING HERITAGE 

landings, spotted a bright red shard of 
glass from the shattered windows above. 
His regiment had just lost 40 men at 
Louvigny, France, and the scarlet frag
ment reminded him of the blood spilt on 
the battlefield that morning. 

Since the start of the War, the army 
chaplain had collected stained glass frag
ments from the bombed ruins of more 
than 100 of Britain's churches and cathe
drals. After Coventry Cathedral had been 
destroyed by fire bombs, Maj. Appleyard 
scooped fragments of melted glass from 
the rubble and added them to his collec
tion. The collection includes glass from 
St. James in Dover, which was destroyed 
by shell fire from across the channel dur
ing the Battle of Britain, as well as 
Chichester Cathedral, built in 1108. 

But that one blood-red fragment he 
found near Louvigny became his inspi-
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ration. At that moment he vowed to 
turn his precious hoard of glass into a 
window that he could take home to his 
Meaford parish to serve as a memorial 
to those killed during the war. 

In the end, he collected enough glass 
for six windows, and Christ Church An
glican now boasts an amalgamated col
lection of arguably the oldest and finest 
stained glass in North America. In a 
1946 service dedicating the windows to 
the war dead of the parish that was 
broadcast across Canada and relayed 
across Britain by the BBC, Appleyard 
explained his motivation: 'During my 
first few moments in England, the ap
palling destruction of homes and 
churches alike, along with the courage 
of the British people made it desirable 
to link their sacrifice with ours.' 

Roberta Avery 
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A memorial 
to shattered 
cathedrals 

Stained glass 
salvaged from ruins 

By ROBERTA AVERY 

OCTOBER 1996 CARP NEWS 

0 
live Sims remembers well the day 50 
years ago when the eyes of the western 
world focused on a little back-street 
church in the Georgian Bay town 

ofMeaford. 
The reason? The dedication of one of the most 

unusual war memorials in the world-six windows 
made from fragments of stained glass salvaged 
from the bombed-out ruins of Europe's great 
cathedrals. 

The voice of the late Maj. Rev. Harold Appleyard 
was broadcast coast-to-coast in Canada and re
layed across Britain by the BBC. Even reporters 
from the New York Times joined the Toronto news
papers at Christ Church Anglican as Appleyard 
blessed the new windows. 

"I was making the lunch but I went up for the 
service and found all those people had just come to 
see our windows," says Sims, 76, who has been a 
member ofthe Meaford congregation for more than 
70 years. 

Here's how the story unfolded. 
In 1944, Appleyard, then the chaplain of the 

Royal Regiment of Canada, was in France on a 
leave of absence from his Meaford parish. He was 
hiding in a bombed-out church with members ofhis 
regiment when he spotted a shattered piece of 
stained glass. It was a crimson flower which he felt 
symbolized the blood spilt on the battlefield and 
would make a powerful memorial to those who had 
lost their lives. 

As his regiment advanced through Europe, 
Appleyard added more fragments of ancient glass 
to his hoard. 

"I was usually able to find someone to approve 
what I wanted to take, but occasionally ... permis
sion had to be taken for granted," said Appleyard 
after the war. 

When next posted to Britain he found many of 
that country's finest cathedrals and churches had 
been devastated in the Blitz. 

"During my first few moments in England, the 
appalling destruction ofhomes and churches alike, 
along with the courage ofthe British people made it 
desirable to link their sacrifice with ours in our 
memorial," Appleyard recalled when he returned to 
Canada. 

The age-old Coventry Cathedral in central Eng
land had been destroyed by fire bombs and Apple
yard scooped fragments of melted glass from the 
rubble to add to his precious cache. 

There's even glass from St. James in Dover, 
destroyed by shell fire from across the English 
channel during the Battle ofBritain. And Chiches
ter Cathedral, built in 1108, stood unscathed until 
the very day Appleyard arrived, when bombs fell on 
the city for the first and only time. The bombs blew 
out the windows and Appleyard collected more 
fragments. 

Soon others took an interest in Appleyard's col-
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lection and began their 
own search for ancient 
glass. 

"Britain finally 
passed a law stating the 
glass couldn't be taken 
out of the country, but 
he got his out in time," 
says Sims. 

Appleyard's finds 
were carefully cata
logued and made into 
windows before being 
shipped to Meaford in 
1946. 

Sims is inspired by 
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HOW TO FIND 
APPLEYARD'S WINDOWS 
Meaford Is located about 1:12 miles north of 

Toronto. Take Highway 400 to Barrie then High
way 26 west for 56 miles through Collingwood 
and then to Meaford. 

Two-and-a-half miles from the first stop light in 
Meaford tum right off Highway 26 onto Boucher 
Street. Christ Church Anglican is In the middle of 
the first block on the right. 

Appleyard's sermons to 
this day. But most of all 
she remembers that 
special dedication serv-

ice when he spoke of the 
symbolism of the win
dows. 

"Ever since our par-

ish suffered its first 
overseas casualty, I 
have felt we should have 
a worthy memorial to 
him and any other boys 
we should lose by rea
son of the war," said 
Appleyard during the 
semce. 

In all, Appleyard col
lected pieces of stained 
glass from 125 church
es and cathedrals in 
Britain, France, Bel
gium and Holland -
some dating back more 
than 800 years. 

He also picked up a 

piece of a pew from a 
fire-bombed church and 
that piece of wood, com
plete with original 
scorch marks, forms a 
plaque naming the six 
members of the congre
gation killed on active 
service overseas. 

Four of the windows 
are on the north wall of 
the church, while two 
more facing south are 
separated by a window 
dedicated to Appleyard 
who died in the 1980s. 
One of the south-facing 
windows is mostly made 
up of glass from Sir 

Christopher Wren ca
thedrals. Diagrams on 
the windowsill explain 
the origin of each of the 
fragments. 

This year is a special 
one for the congregation. 
The stone church, which 
stands beneath stately 
maple and pine trees, 
celebrates its 120th an
niversary and marks the 
50th anniversary of the 
dedication of its glorious 
windows. + 
Roberta Avery is a Mea
ford, Ont., based free
lance writer. 
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Six stained glass win
dows at Christ Church 
Anglican in Meaford were 
salvaged from the ruins 
of Europe's great cathe
drals. Maj. Rev. Harold 
Appleyard, second from 
left, is shown with other 
dignitaries at the unveil
ing of the memorial in 
1946. 

~-



December 1997 
ANGLICAN JouRNAL 11 \ 

Precious jewels 
Comprisedof.frll&"'mtsofsbattmdstainedglassftomcatbetlralsanddntrcbes lllter llfDfll'lleJ tbe Military Cross, shipped tbe.fragmmts to his parish in 
in Britain, tbe windows of Christ Church, Meaford, Ont., are a testimonUd Meafortl, to wbicb be retumed after tbe fiNlt'. Tbe Christ Church windows 
to tbe devastation of tbe Second World W&r. Tbe .frll&"'ents of glass, blasted were carefo/!1 built to Mlljor App[,;yard's specifications, using tbe shards 
o11t by bombs and sbeU-fire in tbe blitz, were collected by Rev. Harold and .frll&"'mts. He 'IINIS elected suffragan bishop of tbe Diocese of Huron in 
App[,;yard, a major in tbe Catuulian Forces. Mlljor App[,;yard, wbo 'IINIS 1960 and died in 1981. 
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Windows a reininder 

of war-torn Europe 
By Scott Woodhouse 
Express Staff 

The bitter November wind caused 
the Canadian flag to snap to atten
tion outside the ancient stone church. 
Below, columns of grizzled veterans 
marched in step, their somber blue 
jackets contrasting with the red pop
pies affixed to their lapels. 

Inside the church, the bright 
autumn sunlight filters through the 
stained glass windows, reminding the 
congregation of its purpose; to 
remember those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

A closer look at the windows, glow
ing with iridescence as the morning 
sunlight shines through, reveals 
many unusual and thought p.rovoking 
images: A beautifully modelled hand 
grasping at nothing, the forehead of a 
man whose identity we can only guess 
at, a little lamb, part of a -cross, a 
crimson flower, a slim leg, a basin of 
water, another part of a face. 

The windows, made of fragments 
from the work of medie"al craftsmen, 
form a unique and colorful memorial 
to the members of the congregation 
who gave their lives during the Se-
cond World War. -

Thanks to the compassion and vi
sion of one man 45 years ago, 
members of Christ Church Anglican, 
Meaford, are reminded of the war
torn agony of cities in Britain, 
France, Belguim and Holland, every 
time they admire their beauty. 

It was during the blitz on London 
and the Baedeker raids on the famous 
cathedral cities of England, that Ma
jor Revere nd Harold Appleyard first 
considered his idea for what is pro
abably the most unique and original 
war memorial in the world. 

Rev. Appleyard was rector at 
Christ Church in Meaford until the 
war, when he joined the Royal Regi-· 
ment of Canada as Chaplain and was 
posted overseas. 

Once in the war zone, Rev. Ap
pleyard was moved by the !'Uffering 
and wanton destruction the war had 
caused. With the permission of the ec
clesiastical authorities, he spent his 
leave time making pilgrimages to 
bombed out churches and cathedrals, 
picking through the rubble and 
gathering here, the head of an apostle 
and there, a nail-studded hand of 
r"4L. -! _ .... 



ln a news report m the 11:*46 ed.itlon 
of the Meaford Express, the late Rev . 

. Appleyard described hisrwindow pr~ 
ject as "a tribute to those connected 
with the parrish who lost their lives in 
thewar. · 

"Ever since our parrish suffered its 
first overseas casualty, I have felt 
that the parrish should have a worthy 
memorial to him and any other boys 
we should lose by reason of the war," 
he said "During my first few months 
in England, the appalling destruction 
of homes and churches alike, along 
with the courage of the Br'itish people 
to win through, seemed to make it 
desirable to link their sacrifice with 
ours in our memorial.'' .; 

"The fragments sybolize the 
destruction wrought by a 
pagan culture on the Christian ' 
way of life." 

"A memorial window, then. seemed 
to be the most appropriate form of 
commemoration." 

Said Appleyard in the Express: 
"The fragments symbolize the 
destruction wrought by a pagan 
culture attacking a way of life built 
up through the centuries of Christian 
endeavor. In their reconstruction. the 
windows symbolize, too, the possibili
ty of building anew, gathering up 
what is left behind that is good and 
making for ourselves a new culture in· 
to which is woven whatever is of good 
in what comes down from the past. 

"Our new world bears many scares, 
but the experiences of the war years 
may result in our building a way of 
life, purified, strong, and Christian.'' 
he said 

"I took advantage of opportunities 
to gather fragments from many 
damaged churches," said Appleyard 
"I was usually able to find someone 
to make a request for what I wanted 
most gladly, but occasionally permis
sion had to be taken for granted and I 
picked up a scrap from under a broken 
window." 

But gathering the small, seemingly 
insignificant pieces of glass, was not 
as simple as it sounds. At Canter· 
bury, even though the glass was 
blown out by bombs four times, the 
pieces of glass gathered there, had to 
be voted to him by the chapter of the 
cathedral. 

This summer, Rev. E.J. Insley, the 
present rector of Christ Church 
Anglican. travelled to England to 
find out more about the bombed -out 
churches that provided the pieces for 
Rev. Appleyard's memorial. 

During his fact-finding mission, he 
found out just how lucky the church 
was to have certain pieces. 
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Below, is the plaque made 
of bumt pieces of oak that used to be pews in Canterbury 
Cathedral. 

A letter from the Dean of 
bury Cathedral told him it was unlike
ly that Appleyard's request would be 
granted today. 

"Christ Church Meaford must be 
one of the few churches in the world, 
outside of England, to possess glass 
from Canterbury Cathedral," said 
John A. Simpson, the present Dean of 
Canterbury. "Today with the 
understandable stress on conserva
tion, it would, I fear, be impossible to 
obtain the necessary permissions for 
the export of our glass.'' 

"You are therefore in a unique and 
fgr_tunate position to be in possession 
of two items," the Dean told Rev. in
sley. 

The three week journey did not 
allow time to visit all of the 104 chur
ches and cathedrals that were listed 
on Rev. Appleyard's original list of 
sources for the glass- fragments, but 
Rev. Insley was able to visit many of 
the sites. 

Several of the churches were no 
longer in existence, and in one case, a 
new playing field and sports complex 
had been built on the site of a church 
demolished by shellfire from across 
the English Channel. 

Rev. Insley also discovered that 

. ' 

Rev. Appleyard was not always 
greeted with open arms. In fact, some 
parishioners in Chichester considered 
him bad luck. 

Chichester Cathedral had never 
been bombed until Chaplain Ap
pleyard arrived on a sight-seeing 
tour. By a wild coincidence, the Ger
mans picked the same time to make 
their one and only bombing raid on 
the area. Of the two bombs dropped, 
one landed 100 yards from the 
cathedral, blowing out all the win
dows on the north side of the 
building. 

"Some said the raid had been stag
ed just for me." said Appleyard after 
the war. "Of course I picked up some 
of the glass." 

The chaplain, however, had to pave 
the way for this precious addition to 
the collection by making the first 
donation to the window restoration 
fund of the bombed out church. 

While most of the glass is from the 
mother churches of England, 
Louvigny, Fance, Antwerp, Belgium 
and Groesbeek, Holland, also con
tributed glass, as Appleyard con
tinued his collection on the continent 
after he land with Canadian troops on 
the shores of Normandy as part of the 
D-Day invasion. 



~ ·· '\ ·-

·t.·', •.. · \~ 
·~ _.,, 

Louvigny, France, where the Royal 
Regiment first assaulted the German 
lines at a cost of 40 lives, is 
represented by a blood-red petalled 
flower. It was at this battle, Maj. Ap
pleyard distinguished himself and 
was awarded the Military Cross. 

At Antwerp, his regiment held the 
docks for five weeks prior to the drive 
up the Scheidt and Groesbeek, where 
the unit spent part of the winter 
before the Reichwold Forest battle. 

The six tall, narrow windows were 
pieced together from the fragments of 

rich and glowing glass by the expert 
Craftsmen at Cox and Barnard at 
their plant in Hove, England. It was 
then shipped back to Meaford with 
Rev. AppleyardS personal luggage 
and installed in the s tone church on 
Boucher Street. 

Mr. 0 . Cox, one of the craftsmen in· 
volved in creating the stained glass . 
memorial, said in the Sunday Empire 
News in 1946, that no matter how 
fragmentary the portion, they were 
all designed into a harmonious whole. 

" In addition to the visual appeal, 
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the windows convey an intangible 
message," said Cox. "They speak 
silently of the beauty which can be 
achieved from shattered fragments ... 

The windows were installed on the 
north side of the church, the second 
and third from the west, and on the 
south side of the cloister. and were 
dedicated as a memorial t.o six bovs 
from the congregation who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

In what was described as a "never 
to be forgotten service,·· the windows 
were unveiled bv Mrs. E. Hackett and 
Mrs. Harry Ra'itdle, who both lost a 
son during the great conflict. 

People throughout the British Isles 
and the continent heard a delaved 
broadcast of the ceremonv. which ~as 
aired live over radio station CFOS. 
which honored Sgt. Pilot George 
Stevenson, Fit. Sgt. Robert Brown 
Goodman. Radio Officer Gordon Ran
dle, Cpl. William Robert McKim, Sgt. 
A.g. Wrri. Hackett and Captain 
Robert Orme Stewart, MID. 

Rev. Insley 's trip to England was 
prompted by a desire to find out more 
about the churches that provided the 
glass for the windows, and perhaps 
fill in some of the gaps left by Rev. 
Appleyard. 

"The unveiling ceremony was 
broadcast live across Canada 
and rebroadcast throughout 
England on the BBC." 

The chaplain had kept a meticulous 
list of each church and its correspon· 
ding piece of glass. according to his 
widow. Muriel Appleyard, but as fate 
would have it, on the journey across 
the ocean. many of the stickers he had 
attached to. the pieces of glass came 
off. 

"Harold was very disappointed by 
this, but unfortunately there was 
verv little he could do about it, .. said 
Mrs. Appleyard. who now lives in 
London. Ont. 

She attempted to help Re\·. Insley 
with his search for more information 
on the churches by reading her late 
husband's letters from overseas. but 
could come up with little information 
that was not alreadv known. 

"I always thought I would re-read 
his letters. but I never did until after 
he died ... she said. "In many of them 
ne v.outu ment1on nav1ng secureci a 
piece of glass from a bombed out 
church, but of course, in those days, 
letters were censored and place names 
could not be mentioned so that is no 
help." 


