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Summer Tours of the Memorial Windows 
Christ Church is open for visiting the Memorial Windows in July and 
August on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2pm to 4pm. Tours at other 
times are by appointment only. To obtain further information or to 
arrange for tours, please contact Sharleen Schefter at (519) 538-3365. 
You can also visit us at www.meaford.com. 99/10 
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The Memorial Windows in Christ Church 

The Memorial Windows are assembled from glass 
from war-damaged British and European churches. 
Roberta Avery tells of one man's vision. 

To the army chaplain hiding in the rubble of the bombed church, the 
bright red glass fragment looked like the blood spilt on the battlefield that 
morning. 

It was 1944, and the late Major Reverend Harold Appleyard's regiment 
had just lost 40 men at Louvlgny, France, following the D-Day landings. 

Major Appleyard, on leave from his parish of Meaford, a little town on the 
shores of Canada's Lake Huron, pocketed the glass fragment to add to 
his hoard. 

He already had a collection of stained glass fragments he had gathered 
from the bombed ruins of more than 100 of Britain's churches and 
cathedrals, but it was that one red fragment that became his inspiration. 
He decided to have his precious hoard of glass made into a window that 
he would take home as a memorial to the war dead. 

In fact, he had enough glass for six windows, and now the parishioners 
of Meaford's Christ Church Anglican are illuminated by what is arguably 
the oldest and finest stained glass in North America. 

"During my first few moments in· England, the appalling destruction of 
homes and churches alike, along with the courage of the British people, 
made it desirable to link their sacrifice with ours," Major Appleyard said 
in a 1946 service dedicating the windows to the war dead of the parish. 

That service was broadcast across Canada and relayed across Britain 
by the BBC. The church has just celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 
window dedication, as well as its own 120th anniversary. 

After Coventry Cathedral had been destroyed by fire bombs, Major 
Appleyard scooped fragments of glass from the rubble and added them 
to his precious pile. 

There is even glass from St James's in Dover which was destroyed by 
shellfire from across the channel during the Battle of Britain. Other 
windows are made from churches across Europe. 

Ironically, it was not until the day Major Appleyard arrived in Chichester 
that the cathedral, built in 1108 and hitherto unscathed, was bombed. 
The Major was on hand to gather fragments for his planned memorial. 

"I was usually able to find someone to approve what I wanted to take, 
but occasionally ... permission had to be taken for granted," Major 
Appleyard said in an interview after the war. 

Soon, others took an interest in Major Appleyard's finds and began their 
own searches for ancient glass. 

"Britain finally passed a law stating the glass couldn't be taken out of the 
country, but he got ours out in time," said Olive Sims, one of Meaford's 
oldest parishioners. 

The fragments were skillfully blended to form mosaic patterns, then 
made into windows by Cox and Barnard of Sussex, before being 
transported to Canada in Major Appleyard's luggage. 

"The fragments symbolize the destruction wreaked by a pagan culture 
attacking a way of life built up through centuries of Christian endeavor," 
Major Appleyard said during the dedication service. 

One of the south-facing windows is mostly made up of glass from Sir 
Christopher Wren cathedrals. Marks on the window sill explain the origin 
of each fragment. 

Major Appleyard, who was awarded the military cross, returned to his 
Meaford parish after the war and became a bishop in 1949. He died in 
the late 1980s. 

Christ Church, Meaford 
The parish was organized in 1859, and its first wooden church was 
erected in 1862. The cornerstone for the present church was laid on May 
27, 1876, and the building was completed that year. The parish hall and 
the bell tower were built in 1909. StGeorge's chapel was added In 1946. 
The basement under the church itself was completed in 1956, although 
the excavation for that area was begun in 1939. The present pipe organ, 
a rebuild of the existing Breckels and Matthews instrument of 1903, was 
installed in 1958 by the Legge organ company of Burford. 
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