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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022, Holy Eucharist, 10:30am 

        

   The Rev. Brendon Bedford, Asst’nt Curate              Reader: Katharine Peat 

        Lay Reader: John Howard 

              Organist: Charles Strimas 
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Our Land Acknowledgement 

We at Christ Church are gathered together on the territory of the 

Saugeen Ojibway Nation and commit ourselves to the hard work of 

reconciliation. 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

Christ Church is committed to live in a generous 

and loving spirit in all its relationships. 
 

Our Contacts 
 

The Rev. Brendon Bedford Priest & Assistant 
Curate 

226-974-5060 brendonbedford@diohuron.org 

The Rev. Gilles Haché Priest Assistant 519-505-6965 gilleshache@diohuron.org 

Truda Howard Church Warden 519-538-9032 trudahoward@gmail.com 

Donna Thompson Church Warden 289-259-0558 dthompsonca@yahoo.com 

 

Christ Church office hours are Tues, Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 2:00pm 

Ph:  519-538-1330; office@christchurchanglican.ca 
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mailto:trudahoward@gmail.com
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Welcome and Announcements 

Please stand, as you are able. 

OPENING SENTENCE 

 

INTROIT HYMN    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   CP #89   (Blue hymn book) 

 

Gathering of the Community 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People:  and also with you. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Presider: Almighty God, 

All:  to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

THE TRISAGION   

(Sung 3 times, #707 blue hymn book,) 
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Lighting of the Advent Candles – four candles are lit.  
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Please be seated. 

The Proclamation of the Word 

 

THE FIRST READING 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Reader: A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 

At the end of the reading,  

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

 
The psalm refrain is sung once by the cantor and is then repeated by the congregation. 
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THE SECOND READING 

Romans 1:1-7 

Reader: A Reading From The Letter Of Paul To The Romans 
 

At the end of the reading 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia/Amen   

 
Please turn to face the Gospel reader. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Gospeller:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Gospeller:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to              

Matthew 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the end of the Gospel reading: 

Gospeller:  The Gospel of Christ. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia/Amen  

Alleluia is sung once and Amen verse is sung once by congregation. 
  

Please be seated. 

THE HOMILY 

The Rev’d Brendon Bedford 

Assistant Curate 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Lay Reader: Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

All:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  

  heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father.  
 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit He 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son He is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

John Howard, Lay Reader 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Lay Reader: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us 

confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

  Most merciful God, 

All:  we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 

you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Please stand, as you are able. 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of peace. 
 

Remain standing if you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN   People, Look East!  The Time Is Near  #91      

(blue hymn book) 
 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Eucharistic Prayer # 3 – BAS page 198 
 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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Presider: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface for Advent 

Presider: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

 we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, and opened to us 

the way of salvation.  Now we watch for the day when he will come 

again in power and great triumph to judge this world, that we, 

without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name.   
 

THE SANCTUS (HOLY) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord - #735 (blue hymn book) 
 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might  
 

 heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  

 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Presider: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love 

you have made known to us in creation; 

.………………………………………………………………………

…………………. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All:  we remember his death,  

  we proclaim his resurrection,  

  we await his coming in glory; 
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Presider: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of 

all; 

…………………………………………………………………….... 

 …..  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and 

for ever. 

People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Presider: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF BREAD (Fraction Rite) 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.  
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

Presider: The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated. 
 

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive 

communion at God’s altar. 

If you are not baptized, you are very welcome to come forward to the 

communion rail for a blessing, indicating so by crossing your arms over your 

chest. 
 

Gluten free host (wafers) are available at the altar rail upon request. 
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In the Anglican tradition, we believe Christ to be equally present in both the 

bread and the wine. Therefore, if you are not comfortable drinking from the 

common cup at this time, it is perfectly acceptable to receive only the bread. 

 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION  O Little Town of Bethlehem   #121 

(Blue hymn book) 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 

generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

THE FINAL BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN     Tell Out, My Soul     #362  

(blue hymn book) 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Presider: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated. 

THE POSTLUDE 
Psalm from the George Black Psalter 

Music reproduced under copyright license OneLicense.net #A-711900;  
Alleluia/Amen from The Moosonee Service, David Buley, 2010 C. Rublemusic Co. All rights reserved. 

Advent Wreath liturgy attributed to The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski. 

 
This Week’s Prayer List 

(We invite you to hold all on our list in your prayers for the coming week.) 
 

The Diocese: We hold in our prayers the people and clergy of the Saugeen’s 

Circle of Faith • Church of the Messiah, Kincardine • St. Matthew’s, Kingarf • St. 

Luke’s, Pine River • St. Thomas’, Walkerton; and Trinity Church, Durham.   
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The Parish:  We hold in our prayers: Shari Kartechner, Shirley Keaveney  

Murray & Ann Kerr and their families as well as all those serving in the Canadian 

Armed Forces at home and overseas.  
 

Intercessions: For healing and hope we hold up to God: Fraser, Gary, Isabel, 

John, Johnny, Katharine, Deanie & Garry and any others who are in need of our 

prayers.   

††† 

Memorial Flowers 
Flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God and with grateful thanks for 

the life and ministry of past members of the Chancel Guild.   
 

††† 
 

Next Week 
Saturday, December 24th – Christmas Eve at 7:00pm. The readings are:   
Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20.   
Sunday, December 25thth is Christmas Sunday, The Birth of the Lord at 10:30am.  
The readings are:  Isaiah 52:7-10, Psalm 98, Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-14 
 

 
Announcements 

 
ADVENT BOOK STUDY – the final one is next Wednesday, December 
21st at 1:00pm.  Come out even if you have missed one or more. The topic of study 

is Being Christian, sections titled Baptism, Bible, the Eucharist and Prayer. This 
publication is by the Most Rev. Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury.  
Books can be purchased at Amazon online for about $13.00.  

 

Wednesday Eucharist precedes the Advent Book Study beginning at 
12:00noon. You may wish to bring a brown bag lunch.    
 

Christmas Nativity scenes – we are reaching out to those who may 
have a nativity scene to loan for use to decorate the windows of our 
church during Advent and Christmas.  These will be blessed at our 
Christmas Eve service.  Please let Fr. Brendon know about your loan.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



12 

CHRISTMAS DINNER OUTREACH  - for those in need, a free Christmas dinner 
will be available for delivery on December 24th.  Dinner orders must be in by 
December 20th.  To order, please contact Fr Gilles Haché at  519-505-6965 or 
Warden Truda Howard at 519-538-9032 or the church at 519-538-1330 or 
office@christchurchanglican.ca with the number of dinners and the complete 
Meaford address for delivery.  If there are children, please include their ages.   

 
The Epiphany of the Lord.  To mark the Feast of the 
Epiphany on Friday, January 6th, 2023, at 7:00pm, 
churches from around Meaford will gather here at 
Christ Church for a hymn and carol sing.  Join us for 

song, fellowship and friendship with our neighbouring Christian churches.   
 
 

 

 
Upcoming Advent and Christmas Services 

 
 

Dec. 18 Sunday 4th Sunday in Advent   10:30am 
 

Dec. 24 Saturday Christmas Eve      7:00pm  
 

Dec. 25 Sunday Christmas Day    10:30am 
 

Jan. 1 Sunday The Naming of Jesus   10:30am 
Jan. 6 Friday The Feast of the Epiphany    7:00pm 
 

Schedule Changes 

The Church office will be closed from Dec. 23rd through to January 2nd. 

The Community Breakfast Table Outreach will pause between Christmas and 
the New Year, resuming again Monday, January 9th.  The next and last one 

before Christmas is Dec. 19th. 
 

The Exercise Class Outreach will also pause between Christmas and New 
Year’s and resume on Tuesday, January 3, 2023.   

Community Announcements 
Rotary Thrift Shop is now open. Hours are Mondays, Fridays and Saturdays 10am to 
1pm; Thursdays 4-7pm.  34 Trowbridge St. W. above the Foodbank.  
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