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Eve of Christmas 
December 24, 2022, Holy Eucharist, 7:00pm 

        

   The Rev. Brendon Bedford, Asst’nt Curate              Reader: Norma McCauley 

        Lay Reader: Francis Richardson 

              Organist: Charles Strimas 
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Our Land Acknowledgement 

We at Christ Church are gathered together on the territory of the 

Saugeen Ojibway Nation and commit ourselves to the hard work of 

reconciliation. 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

Christ Church is committed to live in a generous 

and loving spirit in all its relationships. 
 

Our Contacts 
 

The Rev. Brendon Bedford Priest & Assistant 
Curate 

226-974-5060 brendonbedford@diohuron.org 

The Rev. Gilles Haché Priest Assistant 519-505-6965 gilleshache@diohuron.org 

Truda Howard Church Warden 519-538-9032 trudahoward@gmail.com 

Donna Thompson Church Warden 289-259-0558 dthompsonca@yahoo.com 

 

Christ Church office hours are Tues, Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 2:00pm 

Ph:  519-538-1330; office@christchurchanglican.ca 
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Welcome and Announcements   Please stand, as you are able. 
 

OPENING SENTENCE 
 

INTROIT HYMN    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  #138   (blue hymn book) 
 

Gathering of the Community 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People:  and also with you. 
 

The Blessing of Nativity Scenes 
Presider: Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that God 

will bless these Nativity scenes, that all who worship his Son, born of the 

Virgin Mary, may come to share his life in glory.  God our Father, on this 

night your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary for us and for our 

salvation: bless these Nativity scenes, which we have prepared to celebrate 

that holy birth; may all who see it be strengthened in faith and receive the 

fullness of life he came to bring, who is alive and reigns for ever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Candles – the Christ candle is lit after the four Advent candles.  
 

THE GLORIA (GLORY)   ( #702 blue hymn book) 
 

All:  Glory to God in the highest, 

  and peace to his people on earth.  
 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 

give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 

take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 

Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
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Please be seated and extinguish your candles. 

The Proclamation of the Word 

 

THE FIRST READING 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Reader: A Reading From The Book Of Isaiah 

At the end of the reading,  

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 96 

 
The psalm refrain is sung once by the cantor and is then repeated by the congregation. 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the whole earth. Sing to the Lord and bless 

his Name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. R 
 

Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. For great is the Lord 

and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods.  R 
 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, the power and the splendour of his 

sanctuary.  R 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord honour and power. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. R 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, let the whole earth tremble before him. Tell it out 

among the nations, “The Lord is King! He has made the world so firm that it cannot be 

moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.” R 
 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the 

field be joyful and all that is therein.  R 

 

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, when he 

comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with his 

truth.  R 
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THE SECOND READING 

Titus 2:11-14 

Reader: A Reading From The Letter Of Paul To Titus 
 

At the end of the reading 

Reader: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia/Amen   

 
Please turn to face the Gospel reader. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 

Luke 2:1-20 

Gospeller: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the end of the Gospel reading: 

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia/Amen  

Alleluia is sung once and Amen verse is sung once by congregation. 
  

Please be seated. 

THE HOMILY 

The Rev’d Brendon Bedford 

Assistant Curate 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Lay Reader: Let us confess our faith, as we say, 

All:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  

  heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father.  
 

Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit He 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son He is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Francis Richardson, Lay Reader 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Lay Reader: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us 

confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

  Most merciful God, 

All:  we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 

you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Please stand, as you are able. 

THE PEACE 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Members of the congregation greet one another with a sign of peace. 

Remain standing if you are able. 

OFFERTORY HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful (vs 1-5)  #118 (blue hymn book) 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Eucharistic Prayer # 3 – BAS page 198 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Presider: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface for Christmas 

Presider: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 

 we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

in the mystery of his incarnation was made perfect man of the flesh 

of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a new and 

radiant vision of your glory. Therefore with all the angels of 

heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to 

proclaim the glory of your name.   
 

THE SANCTUS (HOLY) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord - #735 (blue hymn book) 
 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might  
 

 heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  

 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Presider: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love 

you have made known to us in creation; 

.………………………………………………………………………

…………………. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All:  we remember his death,  

  we proclaim his resurrection,  

  we await his coming in glory; 
 

Presider: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of 

all; 

…………………………………………………………………….... 

 …..  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and 

for ever. 

People: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Presider: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF BREAD (Fraction Rite) 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.  
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

Presider: The gifts of God for the People of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated. 

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive 

communion at God’s altar. 

If you are not baptized, you are very welcome to come forward to the 

communion rail for a blessing, indicating so by crossing your arms over your 

chest. 
 

Gluten free host (wafers) are available at the altar rail upon request. 
 

In the Anglican tradition, we believe Christ to be equally present in both the 

bread and the wine. Therefore, if you are not comfortable drinking from the 

common cup at this time, it is perfectly acceptable to receive only the bread. 

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  Away in a Manger #126 

      & Silent Night    #119  (Blue hymn book) 

Please stand, as you are able. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
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THE DOXOLOGY 
 

All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 

generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

THE FINAL BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN     Joy to the World   #154    (blue hymn book) 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Presider: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please be seated. 

THE POSTLUDE 
Psalm, Feasts and Holy Days, Gordon Johnston 1999 

Music reproduced under copyright license OneLicense.net #A-711900;  
Alleluia/Amen from The Moosonee Service, David Buley, 2010 C. Rublemusic Co. All rights reserved. 

Advent Wreath liturgy attributed to The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski. 
 

This Week’s Prayer List 
(We invite you to hold all on our list in your prayers for the coming week.) 

 

The Diocese: We hold in our prayers the people and clergy of Church of the 

Ascension, Kinlough; Christ Church, Markdale; St. James’, Fairmount; Christ 

Church, Lion’s Head.    
 

The Parish:  We hold in our prayers: Gerry & Marilyn Knight, Joanne & Dennis 

Knight, Carol Kollen and their families as well as all those serving in the Canadian 

Armed Forces at home and overseas.  
 

Intercessions: For healing and hope we hold up to God: Fraser, Gary, Isabel, John, 

Johnny, Katharine, Deanie & Garry and any others who are in need of our prayers. 

††† 

 

Memorial Flowers 

Flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God and with grateful thanks for the life 

and ministry of Charles and Jennie Miller, a gift of Jim and Betty Doherty and family. 
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Announcements 
 

The noon Wednesday Eucharist is paused until the new year.  We will 

resume January 4th.  
 

Christmas Nativity scenes – we thank all those who loaned us a nativity scene 

to be blessed on this day, Christmas Eve.  (We hope you could arrange to pick up 
your nativity scenes in the new year, at either of the services, Epiphany, Jan. 6th  or 
Sunday, Jan. 8th.  The office will be open that week between 9am and 2pm Jan 10 – 
12.) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To mark the Feast of the Epiphany on Friday, January 6th, 
2023, at 7:00pm, churches from around Meaford will gather 
here at Christ Church for a HYMN AND CAROL SING.  Come 
and join us for fellowship and friendship with our Christian 

neighbours. A pot-luck reception will follow. As you’re able, bring some treats, leftover 

Christmas baking, or snacks for all to share.  See poster on bulletin boards.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Upcoming Services 
 
 

Dec. 25 Sunday Christmas Day    10:30am 
 

Jan. 1 Sunday The Naming of Jesus   10:30am 
Jan. 6 Friday The Feast of the Epiphany    7:00pm 
Jan. 8 Sunday The Baptism of the Lord  10:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Poinsettias In Memoriam 

 

Flowers in the church windows are given to the Glory of God and: 
  

In loving memory of Aunt Thelma Crawford … gift of Carol Kollen 
In loving  memory of family & loved ones……. gift of Norma McCauley 
In loving memory of Lloyd and Ruth Norton…. gift of Carol Norton 
In loving memory of loved ones ……………….. gift of Gail & Gene Latour 
In loving memory of Billy, Joy and Liz………… gift of Doreen Isaac 
In loving memory of loved family & friends….. gift of Linda & Frank Emptage 
In loving memory of loved ones ……………….. gift of Deanie & Garry Minielly 
With precious memories of husband, Paul …… gift of Durene Butchart 
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In loving memory of Rita ………………………… gift of John Watchurst 
In loving memory of Susan/Mum, family &     
friends ………………………………………………. gift of Francis & Jean  
        Richardson 
Wishing everyone a joyous Christmas and  
  a wonderful New Year …………………………… gift of Joanne & Dennis Knight 
In loving memory of Norman Howard,  
  Ruth & William Plumer, Jeannette Plumer …… gift of The Howard Family 
In loving memory of Arthur & Edythe Marron,  
  John & Norma Strimas …………………………… gift of Charlie & Marg Strimas 
In loving memory of Albert & Wilma Carefoot  
  and Ashley Clock …………………………………. gift of the Carefoot Family 
In loving memory of Ted & Mary Ormsby 
  and Don Ormsby ………………………………….. gift of Ed & Marilyn Ormsby 
In loving memory of my dad ……………………… gift of Rev’d Gilles Haché 
In loving memory of my parents ………………… gift of Denis Authier 
In loving memory of loved ones ………………… gift of Gary & Sue Parent 
In loving memory of Mrs. Puffin (Janet) ……….. gift of Stan Lawrence 
In loving memory of grandparents – Phillip & 
  Lucy Shaw and parents – George & Win Shaw. gift of Maureen Bell, Jim Shaw 
………………………………………………………….. & families 
In loving memory of my husband Dennis and 
  his beloved dog, Josi…………………………….. gift of Maureen Bell & family 
In loving memory of my parents –  
  Margaret & Sidney Barron ……………………… gift of Betty Shaw 
In loving memory of Lawrence Shaw ………….. gift of Betty Shaw & family 
In memory of Mike Trant, Olivette Blanchette 
  and Mary Alcock ………………………………….. gift of Bill & Victoria Alcock 
In appreciation of the friendship of  
  Digby and Fern and our friends at Christ Church  
  Meaford ……………………………………………… gift of Bill & Victoria Alcock 
Merry Christmas!  …………………………………… gift of Bill & Victoria Alcock 
In appreciation of Jean Richardson …………….. gift of Mary & Barrie Lennox 
In loving memory of family & friends …………… gift of Simy Wilton & family 
In loving memory of Ted & Mary Ormsby 
  and Don Ormsby  …………………………………. Gift of Ken and Carol Ormsby 

 

May the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love for which we have been 

waiting throughout Advent be found by you in Jesus Christ 

this Christmas. 


