
Readings – December 4, 2022 – CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

The Sentence 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  All flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.             - Luke 3:4, 6.   
 

The Collect 

Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to prepare your people to 

welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn 

our disobedient hearts to you, that when the Christ shall come again to be our 

judge, we may stand with confidence before his glory; who is alive and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People: Amen. 
 

1st Reading  
 

Reader: The First Lesson is written in the 6th chapter of the book of Amos beginning at 

the 1st verse.   
 

Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 

the notables of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel resorts! 2 Cross over to 

Calneh and see; from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath of the Philistines. 

Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is your territory greater than their territory, 3 you 

who put far away the evil day and bring near a reign of violence? 4 Woe to those who lie on 

beds of ivory and lounge on their couches and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the 

stall, 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David improvise on instruments 

of music, 6 who drink wine from bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils but are not 

grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and 

the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.  8 The Lord God has sworn by himself (says 

the Lord, the God of hosts): I abhor the pride of Jacob and hate his strongholds, and I will 

deliver up the city and all that is in it. 9 If ten people remain in one house, they shall 

die. 10 And if a relative, one who burns it, takes up the body to bring it out of the house and 

says to someone in the innermost parts of the house, “Is anyone else with you?” the answer 

will come, “No.” Then the relative shall say, “Hush! We must not mention the name of 

the Lord.”   
 

For the Lord commands, and he will shatter the great house to bits and the little house to 

pieces. 12 Do horses run on rocky crags?  Does one plow the sea with oxen? But you have 

turned justice into poison and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood, 13 you who rejoice in 

Lo-debar,  who say, “Have we not by our own strength taken Karnaim for ourselves?”  
14 Indeed, I am raising up against you a nation, O house of Israel, says the Lord, the God of 

hosts, and they shall oppress you from Lebo-hamath to the Wadi Arabah. 
 

Reader:    Here endeth the lesson.    

– Amos 6:1-14 



2nd Reading  
 

Reader: The Second Lesson is written in the 7th chapter of the Gospel according to Luke, 

beginning at the 28th verse.     
 

“I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John, yet the least in the 

kingdom of God is greater than he.” (And all the people who heard this, including the tax 

collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, having been baptized with John’s baptism. But 

the Pharisees and the experts in the law, not having been baptized by him, rejected God’s 

purpose for themselves.) 

“To what, then, will I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? They 

are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 

 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we wailed, and you did not weep.’ 

 

“For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a 

demon’; the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all 

her children.” 
 

Reader: Here endeth the lesson. 
 

– Luke 7:28-35 
 


